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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
T*e specifications^ 

contemplated by the inventor of carrybrg out his invention. 
2. Claims 3-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to eomply with 
the enablement requirement. The elaim(s) contains subject matter not described in the 
specificafion in such a way as to enable one skil.ed in the an ,o which h pertains, or with which 
i, is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. The applicant claims a three- 
cotnpartment refrigeration system but does no. specify how the system's space arrangement is 
se, up, specifically what the relationship between the compartments are. Which compartment is 
,he low compartment and which compartment is the upper compartment? What is the spatial 
relationship between the mode changing compartment and the refrigeration compartment? Is the 
evaporator chamber in the freezer compartment or in the refrigeration compartment? Since the 
Cairns are too ambiguous in scope, no prior art could reasonably be applied to the claims. 
However, this is not to be a presumed indication of allowable subject matter. 

3. The following is a quotation ofthe second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specimen stall conch* with one o, more elainrs particularly poinimg put and distindy claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his mvenuon. 

4. Claims 3-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out atd distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 
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5. Claims 3 (lines 1-3) and 5 (lines 2-3) recite the limitation "said upper compartment". 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in these claims. 

6. Claims 4 (lines 1-3), 5 (line 2) and 6 (line 2) recite the limitation "said lower 
compartment". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in these claims. 

7. Claims 5 (line 3) and 7 (line 2) recite the limitation "said damper" There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in these claims. 

8. Claims 5 (line 3) and 7 (line 1) recite the limitation "said duct fan". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in these claims. 

9. Claim 6 (line 1) recites the limitation "said duct". There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

10. The following is a quotation ofthe appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

11. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 5,758,512 
to Peterson et al. Looking at FIG. 2 of Peterson, one notices a refrigerator comprising a 
refrigeration compartment (30), a freezer compartment (26) and a third compartment (34) 
controllable in both refrigeration and freezer modes (col 7, lines 35-38). 

12. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,055,826 
to Hiraoka et al. Looking at FIG. 12 of Hiraoka, one notices a refrigerator comprising a 
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refrigeration compartment (100), a freezer compartment (250) and athird compartment (700) 
controllable in both refrigeration and freezer modes (col 10, lines 48-56). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
ection 02 Sis title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the : prior «rt : are 
s£h £at th Sect matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
SSSySl in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

14. Claims 8-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
5,551,252 to Lee, in view of U.S. Patent 5,758,512 to Peterson et al. Lee discloses applicant's 
basic inventive concept, a refrigerator system, comprising an upper compartment (15, FIG. 1) 
including an evaporator (17) and a fan (18) therein, both enclosed within a chamber (H) having a 
cover (19) with an inlet (21, FIG. 2) vent and an outlet (28) for a duct (80) containing a gate 
damper (51), which connects the upper compartment to a lower compartment, said lower 
compartment (32) separated from the upper compartment via a dividing wall (30) having a top 
and bottom surface, and having a supply conduit (80) which connects the upper and lower 
compartments and a secondary duct (75) for air communication between the two compartments 
when the damper is open, said fan circulating partially evaporative air when the damper is sealed 
(col 5, lines 17-28), substantially as claimed with the exception of having a secondary fan in the 
duct and a lower compartment being pulled out like a drawer. Peterson shows a secondary fan 
(54) in a duct (see FIG 3a) and a lower compartment (32) being pulled out like a drawer (see 
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FIG. 1). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made from the teaching of Peterson to modify the system of Lee, by adding a 
secondary fan in order to improve the flow control through the duct and a drawer compartment in 
order to improve the accessibility of the refrigerator. 

15. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
5,758,512 to Peterson et al., in view of U.S. Patent 6,405,548 to Hollenbeck. Peterson discloses 
applicant's basic inventive concept, a refrigerator comprising a refrigeration compartment (30), a 
freezer compartment (26), a third compartment (34) controllable in both refrigeration and freezer 
modes (col 7, lines 35-38) and a duct (52", FIG. 13) containing a fan (144) and a damper (148) 
for flowing the air from the freezer towards the multipurpose compartment, substantially as 
claimed with the exception of stating that the freezer and refrigeration compartments are parallel 
to each other. Hollenbeck shows freezer (104) and refrigeration (102) compartments parallel to 
each other (FIG. 1). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made from the teaching of Hollenbeck to modify the system of 
Peterson, by having both the freezer and refrigeration compartments parallel to each other in 
order to improve the access to the freezer compartment. 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 6,327,867 to Hyodo, Akira et al. and U.S. Patent 6,497,1 13 to Yamada, 
Hiroshi et al. teach refrigeration systems comprising three compartments. 
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U S. Paten, 4,689,966 .0 Nonaka, Mean, etal. teaches a refrigeration system comprising 
a compartment used as both a freezer and a refrigerating compartment. 

US. Paten, 6,447,083 to Chiapeua, Don * a., teaches a refrigeration system compnsmg a 

pull out drawer compartment. 

17 Anyi „ q „ir y concen 1 ing,hisc 0 m J nnn 1 ca,io„orearhetcon m tu»icat,„» S fromthe 
examiner s h„n,d be directed to Fiiip Zee whose teiephone nnmhet is (703) 306-3446. The 

Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by teiephone ate unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Den.se Esquive, can be reached on (703, 308-2597. The fax phone nnmber for the 
organization where this application or proceeding ts assigned is 703-872-9306. 

.nfcrmation regarding the statns of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
A pp„ca,,on mformatton Retneva, (PAIR) system Stams tnformation for published appltcations 
my be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubnc PAIR. Status information for unpubhshed 
apphcations is avarlable through Private PA,R only. For more information about the PAIR 

system contact the Electronic Business Center (BBC) a. 866-2,7-9.97 (ton-free). 
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